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And the winner is.....
see cover story on page 5!

Left to Right: WHA VIce President Nils Dickmann, Abenaki Forest Products; Jon Syre,Cascade Hardwood; Tommy MacDonald, custom woodworker and designer of the 
$25,000 quilted western maple desk.
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Member

Member News

WHA member Hub International Acquires the Assets of 
Oregon-Based Coordinated Resources Group, LLC - Chicago, 
August 9, 2017 - Hub International Limited (Hub), a leading 
global insurance brokerage, announced today that it has 
acquired the assets of Coordinated Resources Group, LLC 
(CRG). Terms of the acquisition were not disclosed. 

Based in Portland, Oregon, CRG specializes in employee 
benefits. Ruppert Reinstadler and Carol Dobbs, Managing 
Partners, CRG, will join Hub Northwest and report to Tim 
Kennedy, Executive Vice President, Employee Benefits, Hub 
Northwest. 

About Hub’s M&A Activities:  Hub International Limited 
is committed to growing organically and through acquisitions 
to expand its geographic footprint and strengthen industry 
and product expertise. For more information on the Hub 
M&A experience, visit WeAreHub.com.

About Hub International:  Headquartered in Chicago, 
IL, Hub International Limited is a leading global insurance 
brokerage that provides property and casualty, life and 
health, employee benefits, investment and risk management 
products and services from offices located throughout North 
America. For more information, please visit hubinternational.
com.

Contact:  Paul Quandt, CFPS, CLCS
Hub International Northwest LLC
16555  Boones  Ferry  Rd  Suite  200
Lake Oswego, OR  97035
Office: 971- 224-1914
Mobile: 971- 241-3967

Email: Paul.Quandt@HUBInternational.com

Outlook

Parts of the West Coast region are still having issues 
finding readily available trucks, although it has gotten better 
than it was in the past few weeks.  A lack of alder has the 
region in a bind as buyers are having to wait several months 
in order to receive their purchases.  The weather has also 
had a definite impact on all of the sawmills and 
lumber industry in the region.

A California hardwood sales manager said 
that the terrible spring 

weather was lingering 
into the summer months. 

Demand for hardwoods in Oregon 
and Washington seems to be leveling 
off and has improved, cont. on page 4
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compared to where it was six months ago as has 
production and is widely expected to hold steady.  

A Washington distributor noted 
that the market seems to have halted, 
with logging being an issue.  It's been 
better over the last several months 
and currently it seems there is a little 
more supply coming in although alder 
has been quite tight.

Some Economic Highlights:

• Existing home sales slipped 1.3 percent to 5.44 million 
units at an annual rate in July, but up 2.1 percent over 
the past 12 months.  The softness in sales was largely 
attributed to low inventory and rising home prices 
affecting affordability.  New home sales also declined, 
down 9.4 percent in July to 571,000 unites and 8.9 
percent lower year-over-year, down from 627,000 units 
in July 2016.  Inventory of new homes increased slightly 
and represents 5.8 months of supply at the current sales 
rate.

• Total Industrial production rose 0.2 percent from June 
to July.  Compared to the previous year, the index rose 
2.2 percent.  Manufacturing production (about three-
fourths of the total index) fell 0.1 percent from June and 
rose 1.2 percent from the previous year.

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

.  -

cont. from page 2
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Steady domestic and strong export demand have 
combined to put the hardwood industry in good shape 
halfway through 2017.  Contacts continue to report strong 
order files and low inventories, while overproduction 
generally has not occurred.  Profits remain squeezed, 
however due to rising log prices and rising log exports, and 
low-grade markets remain a concern, especially for chips 
and dust. - excerpted from Burbeck, Tony. “2017 Mid-year 
Economic Review” Hardwood Review Express 16 (11 August 
2017): n. pag.

Based on first-half volume totals, and barring an 
unforeseen global economic collapse or a North Korean 
conflict, 2017 will easily finish as the biggest year ever for 
U.S. hardwood lumber exports.  While market gains in 2017 
have been spread across every major market region, the 
vast majority of gains again this year have been to China.  - 
excerpted from Meyer, Dan. “First-Half Export Recap” Hardwood Review 
Express 16 (25 August 2017): n. pag.

Cover Story 

Probably the highlight of the 2017 WHA Annual 
Convention for Jon Syre, Cascade Hardwood, was when 
Tommy Mac drew his name for the handcrafted period 
desk made from western quilted maple.  Thank you to 
everyone who bought raffle tickets and auction items that 
will support the WHA scholarship fund and advocacy for the 
growth of the western hardwood industry.

Industry speakers highlighted Pacific Northwest 
hardwood growing stock and availability for harvest (Marin 
Palmer, US Forest Service), hardwood export trends (Mike 
Snow, American Hardwood Export Council), hardwood 
grading changes (Dana Spessert, National Hardwood 
Lumber Association), and hardwoods on Capitol Hill (Dana 
Lee Cole, Hardwood Federation).  Speaker power points are 
on the WHA website.  

Not to be eclipsed was the annual salmon fishing derby 
and the WHA classic golf tournament.  Pictures on pages 9 
and 10 and the WHA Facebook page.  Thanks to every who 
attended the annual convention. 

 Pictures on Facebook!  Did you take some? 
Please share!

News 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today 
announced Tony Tooke will serve as the new Chief of the 
U.S. Forest Service. Tooke has worked for the Forest Service 
since age 18 and currently is the Regional Forester for the 
Southern Region. Following the announcement, Secretary 
Perdue issued this statement:

“The Forest Service will be in good hands with the 
U.S. Forest Service’s own Tony Tooke whose knowledge of 
forestry is unmatched. Tony will oversee efforts to get our 
forests working again, to make them more productive, and 
to create more jobs. His focus will be on ensuring we are 
good neighbors and are managing our forests effectively, 
efficiently, and responsibly, as well as working with states 
and local governments to ensure the utmost collaboration. 
No doubt, the stewardship of our forests is an awesome 
and sacred responsibility, and no one knows that better 
than Tony who has dedicated his career to this noble 
cause,” said Secretary Perdue.

              
THREE WAYS HACKERS GET INTO YOUR SYSTEM

Ransomware may seem like a new kind of threat. In truth, 
many hackers are acting like old-school con artists.    

 
Click HERE to learn about 3-common email cons and how 
to avoid them.        

Brought to you by DMSi, a 
WHA member
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Hardwood Federation Issues  
  

• NAFTA - On July 17, the Trump Administration released 
its objectives 
for the 
upcoming 
renegotiation 
of the North 
American 
Free Trade 
Agreement 
(NAFTA). The 
administration's top goal is to reduce the U.S. trade 
deficit by improving market access for American-made 
products in Canada and Mexico. In issuing the 17-page 
document, U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Robert 
Lighthizer stated that his aim is to fulfill President 
Trump's promise to negotiate a fair deal that cuts 
persistent trade imbalances, break down trade barriers 
to U.S. exports and create American jobs. Objectives 
related to Agriculture include:
• Maintaining existing reciprocal duty-free market 

access;
• Expanding competitive market opportunities for 

U.S. agricultural goods by reducing or eliminating 
remaining tariffs;

• Eliminating non-tariff barriers to U.S. agricultural 
exports;

• Promoting greater regulatory compatibility to 
reduce burdens on exporters.

• BTU  Act - Hardwood Federation-supported legislation 
(S. 1480/H.R. 3161) was introduced in the House and 
Senate that seeks to address our sector's burgeoning 
residuals problem.   The bill, the Biomass Thermal 
Utilization Act of 2017, would qualify high efficient 
biomass heating systems for renewable energy 
investment tax credits that other renewables like 
geothermal and solar thermal already enjoy.   The 
concept behind the bill is it would promote wider scale 
adoption of these heating systems in the residential and 
commercial sectors.  Since these systems are fueled 
by wood pellets or wood chips, enactment of this 
legislation would ultimately promote more sustainable 
demand for the sawdust and chips generated at our 
mills.  

• Export Promotion - MAP and FMD Funding - The 
House and Senate Appropriations Committees 
approved their individual FY18 Agriculture 
Appropriations bills during the week of July 17th.  Both 
versions include funding for the Market Access Program 
(MAP) at the $200 million level and the Foreign Market 
Development Program (FMD) at the $34.5 million 
level.  These programs are vital to the work done by 
the American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC).  The 

Hardwood Federation continues to build support for 
these programs in both chambers and for passage of 
full funding in the final budget deal.

• Regulatory Reform - On July 20, the Trump 
Administration issued its long-anticipated "Unified 
Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions"-
essentially a laundry list of regulatory actions that the 
Administration plans to take, as well as actions that 
it is taking off the table.   Publishing the Agenda is 
a traditional exercise that takes place roughly twice 
a year, but the Trump Administration added a twist 
by including the following directive to the agenda's 
preamble, "this Agenda represents the beginning of 
fundamental regulatory reform and a reorientation 
toward reducing unnecessary regulatory burden on the 
American people."  The preamble further notes that 
"Executive Orders 13771 and 13777 require agencies to 
reduce unnecessary regulatory burden and to enforce 
regulatory reform initiatives.

• Tax Reform - On July 27th the ""Big Six" - a group of 
Republican leaders made up of House Speaker Paul 
Ryan (R-WI), Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY), House Ways and Means Committee Chairman 
Kevin Brady (R-TX, Senate Finance Committee Chairman 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, 
and National Economic Council Director Gary Cohn 
- released a joint statement on tax reform.  The group 
has been meeting for several months to work out a 
unified path forward on comprehensive tax reform 
- an objective not realized since 1986.  The statement 
outlines a commitment to "make taxes simpler, fairer, 
and lower for hard-working American families...lower 
tax rates for small businesses so they can compete with 
larger ones, and lower rates for all American businesses 
so they can compete with foreign ones."  This entails 
"unprecedented capital expensing" and international 
tax rules to encourage bringing back jobs and profits 
from overseas - with a notable absence of a contentious 
border adjustment tax that had been floated in 
previous blueprints. 



An environmental group has failed to convince a 
federal appeals court that an injunction is warranted 
against a 12,800-acre thinning project in Washington's 
Colville National Forests. 

The Alliance for the Wild Rockies hasn't proved that 
halting the A to Z Project is justified based on alleged 
violations of federal forest management and environmental 
laws, according to the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
- Perkowski, Mateusz. “Court opts against injunction for Washington 
thinning project.” Capital Press, 7 Aug. 2017, www.capitalpress.com/
Timber/20170807/court-opts-against-injunction-for-washington-
thinning-project. Accessed 8 Aug. 2017.

Motivate

Tell Me More

by Larry W Dennis

While having lunch in the Denny's restaurant in Union 
Gap, Washington, I noticed a family come in; Grandma, 
son, and a grandson. At one point, Grandma was talking 
on her cell phone and I could easily hear her trying to 
make arrangements to do some babysitting for a younger 
grandson somewhere in a neighboring town. 

When she said goodbye and turned 
off her cell phone, she began to talk 
with her son about her phone. The 
most interesting thing I overheard her 
say was to her grandson, who looked to 
be about 12 years old. He was trying to 
show her how to use some additional 

features on her phone, some things like favorite callers. 
She said, "No, no, don't tell me anymore, don't tell me 
anymore." She knew as much as she wanted to learn about 
the many miraculous features of her phone. 

I thought, "Wow, how true and tragic this is for many 
of us." We've learned all we want to learn. I, for one, will 
certainly admit that my cell phone and computer have 

many applications that I am sure could 
make my life easier if I knew how to 
use them. It may be easy for us to say, 
"No, don't tell me anymore" about the 
electronic labor-saving devices like our 
cell phones. A popular slang expression 

of the past few years is, "been there, done that." Hopefully 
we're not saying this about our life. 

If you get to that place, the place where you say "No, 
no, don't tell me, don't teach me anymore," you will soon 
be outmoded, of less and less value to your company, your 
family and yourself. The next step in the downward cycle, 
is finding yourself shelved, ignored, passed over, excluded, 
sidelined. Then comes your reward - you will be able to 
declare yourself a victim. There's no place where we have 
less power than if and when we allow ourselves to slip into 
the victim mode.

On the other hand, if you stay up, stay on top of things 
and keep learning you will always be relevant. I don't mean 
you have to be up on everything; you can't. No one can 
keep up with everything in our fast changing world. The 
landline telephone took 75 years to hit 50 million users. It 
took airplanes 68 years, the automobile 62 
years, light bulbs 46 years, and television 
22 years to hit the same user milestone. 
And the pace of change accelerates - 
YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter hit that 
50 million user mark in four, three, and 
two years, respectively. That may sound 
astonishing when compared with cars, television and light 
bulbs, but it's nothing when compared with the "Angry 
Birds" app, which took a mere 35 days.*

WHA Classifieds  -  Just $25/
mo.  Submit your classified ad by 
September 20th for the October 2017 
issue of Hardwood Stand to:
wha@westernhardwood.org. 

Upcoming Events  

September 12, 2017
Forest Carbon Offsets: A Viable Market Opportunity for 
Timberland Owners
Portland, OR
Email: richard@westernforestry.org
September 12-14, 2017
Who Will Own the Forest?
Portland, OR
Email: swu@worldforestry.org
September 19, 2017
Scaling for Non-Scalers
Olympia, WA
Email: richard@westernforestry.org
September 20, 2017
Access, Easements, Rights-Of_Way and Timber Trespass
Olympia, WA
Email: richard@westernforestry.org
October 11-12, 2017
Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Client Meeting and 
Data Workshop
Gresham, OR
Web: www.fs.fed.us/pnw/rma/news_events.php
October 11-12, 2017
Seedling Success in the Field: Outplanting Practices
Olympia, WA
Email: richard@westernforestry.org
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To remain relevant, keep on learning something new 
every day, remain curious like a child, keep exploring. 
Learning something new, how to do something you couldn't 
do before, has its own reward. The feeling of success, of 
victory, the discovery of personal power cannot be bought, 
won, or gifted. It must be earned, and regardless of your 
education level, your previous achievements, you can 
begin the fall and winter of 2017 with a new dedication 
to exploration and discovery. Doing this will ensure that 
you come to the end of 2017 knowing you will never be 
outmoded and you'll be able to join the ranks of what 
a Harvard study called "the young-old" (old in years but 
having the characteristics of youth). You will be relevant all 
of your life. - Dennis, Larry. “Tell Me More” The Turbo Charger 651 
(15 August. 2017): n. pag. Turbo Leadership Systems. Web. 

The 2017 edition of Green Book’s Hardwood Marketing 
Directory is available for  lease in both a printed version 
and ONLINE!  This service gives Hardwood lumber sales 
representatives instant access to over 6,500 woodworking 
plants and distribution/concentration yards’ Hardwood 

lumber purchasing needs throughout
North America.  Each listing includes species, grades, 
thicknesses and qualities of lumber purchased 
regularly.  It also gives the lumber buyer’s name, 
address, telephone and fax numbers, e-mail and web 
address.  The Online copy leases for $1,900 and the 
printed copy leases for $1,200 per year.   A discounted 
rate is available with a qualifying Ad program in 
National Hardwood Magazine or Import/Export Wood 
Purchasing News. 
 
The 2017 edition of Green Book’s Softwood Marketing 
Directory is also available ONLINE!  It is filled with 
over 4,400 woodworking and industrial plants’ 
Softwood
lumber purchasing needs.  This directory contains the 
same type of information as the Hardwood directory.  
It is a free service with a qualifying Ad program in 
The Softwood Forest Products Buyer.  Without an Ad 
program, it can be accessed for $900 per year.
 
For more information on either Green Book, contact 
Jennifer Trentman at 901-372-8280 or greenbook@
millerwoodtradepub.com.

Submit your classified ad by September 20th for the 
October 2017 issue of Hardwood Stand to
wha@westernhardwood.org. 

For Sale Hardwood Concentration Yard
Will sell as complete yard or Piecemeal by partials

Includes Five American Wood Dryers Kilns 50,000 BF each 
New 2004-2006 Minimal use.
Three Irvington Moore Kilns 25,000 BF each 35 years old.
Two planners, rip saw, IM Double End Multi Saw Trimmer.
Green Chain or Grading Chain with breakdown hoist.
Complete 180 HP Boiler, Silo and conveying equipment for 
wood waste.
10.5 Acres on rail with container ramp.
Approx. 70,000 SF Floor Space in three buildings plus office, 
airdrying sheds.

Kansas City Hardwoods LLC Kansas City, Kansas
Contact Bob Owens, 218-349-8334 or rmowens@aol.com
Or Darryl Chajon dchajon@tricoenterprises.com

C l a s s i f i e d s

Like us on Facebook!
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