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Have you purchased your raffle ticket(s) for the 
desk yet? The winner of the 2016 raffle, a hardwood 
specialty bicycle, Doug Martin, has this to say.. page 7
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Members

WHA welcomes new member Agroforestry Associates.  

Agro Associates
 Woodland owner/researcher
Contact: Michael Maki
PO Box 69
Raymond, WA  98577
Phone: (360)259-3962
E-Mail: agrofor@localaccess.com

Founded by George and Charlene Stringer in 1964, 
Stringer Industries is proud to call Tylertown, Mississippi 
home. As a major supplier to the sawmill and lumber 
industry, the company has grown in size, expanded its 
customer base, and increased its product line. Today, Stringer 
Industries employs 30 people (with an average employment 

tenure of 19.5 
years) and utilizes 
a state of the 
art machine 
shop. Stringer 
Industries is in its 
third generation 
of family 
management.

Stringer 
Industries 
manufacturers 
their own line 
of wastewood 
chippers, waste-
reduction hogs, 
and the all steel 
BARK KING 
debarker head. 

In addition to new equipment, Stringer Industries applies 
multiple styles of wear resistance surfacing to all brands of 
planer parts and manufactures new component parts for all 
brands of chippers and hogs.

The Stringer line of chippers are available in a 48”, 60”, 
70” disc with a top, bottom, and rear discharge, and 6 or 
8 knife configuration. Not only do they have a maximized 
throat size to handle large slabs but they also have a cutting 
action that utilizes the entire knife. The Stringer chipper 
comes standard with the Easy-Change Clamping System – 
which allows the knives to be changed by one employee and 
eliminates the need for counter-knives.

The Stringer line of hogs are built for dependability and 
ease of maintenance – including a variety of cont. on page 7
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WESTERN HARDWOOD ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION 
SPEAKERS

Mike Snow - AHEC 
American Hardwood Exports: Trends and Future Opportunities

Dana Spessert - NHLA
NHLA Industry Update and Rules Changes Proposed

Tommy Mac - Keynote Speaker

Dana Cole - Hardwood Federation
What’s Happening in DC:  An Update from the Hardwood Federation

Marin Palmer - USFS
PNW Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Hardwood inventory, 2016

CHECK OUT OUR EVENT PAGE!
2017conv.westernhardwood.org

August 22-24, 2017
Portland, OR

WE WOOD.
800.752.1895 | www.plmilm.com

SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES.™

We are PLM, America’s oldest and largest mutual insurance company dedicated to the lumber,  
woodworking and building material industries.

We know wood. And we know how to protect the financial interests of wood-based businesses.

If you are a wood manufacturer, contact us or ask your broker for a PLM quote. Since 1895, 
PLM has been the lasting name in lumbermen’s insurance.

WHO WILL INSURE  
MY SAWMILL?
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sizes and feed options. Drop feed, horizontal 
feed, and horizontal feed with an infeed press-roll are all 
available. The hammers are optioned in multiple hammer 
choices – fixed or swing, carbide-weld or hard-surface, and 
replaceable tip. Sizes range from a Model 12 that handles 
stacking sticks to a Model 5440 with a 55” x 31” opening.

Russ Willenborg, Owner of Willenborg Hardwood 
Industries, is a firm believer in Stringer Industries 
Equipment – “We couldn't be happier with our purchase of 
the Stringer 60" chipper. It alleviates our bottleneck issues 
with a smooth flow of material and, with their helical design 
that uses the whole knife, it has doubled our time between 
knife changes.”

Stringer Industries, represented by Taylor Stringer and 
Tony Stringer, will be attending the WHA Annual Conference 
this year and will be happy to answer any and all questions 
regarding wastewood equipment. In the interim, additional 
information is available at www.stringerind.com or by 
calling 601.876.3376.

Have you purchased your raffle ticket(s) yet? The 
winner of the 2016 raffle, Doug Martin, has this to say.

"Last year I won the raffle of the western 
hardwood Renovo bicycle, made of 5 western 
hardwood species.  I was so excited to win this, 

as I have 
been selling 
hardwoods 
for 30 years, 
and have been 
very actively 
promoting the 
use of more 

wood, not less, to help tackle climate change.  The 
more hardwood used, the more carbon we store 
in the product made of that wood. Using other 
materials like aluminum, steel, plastic etc., much 
carbon is produced, and nonrenewable materials 
used as well.

Wood is the second largest carbon sink second 
only to the Ocean. So when we use it, we actually 
store the carbon, and there for the products are 
carbon negative as the energy use to make the 
wood product is normally less than the amount the 
wood stored.  No other material can say that.  Also 
wood is the only  natural, renewable, sustainable 
carbon negative product we have.  Oh, and it is more 
beautiful as well. Only nature can make the wood so 
unique on every piece.

So many people who see the bike hear this story, 
and learn about why they should use more wood, to 
tackle climate change, and they love the beauty of 
the bike and can't get over how functional it is.

The bike is on the stand sitting in the entry way 

of our home, where anyone who enters our home 
sees it.  100% ask about it and hear the  hardwoods 
story.

Doug Martin, Pollmeier, Inc, 503-452-5803"

 WHA members were mailed tickets for this year's raffle 
with the request to help sell them.  The winner of the raffle 
at the 2017 Annual Convention (need not be present to win, 
but we encourage you to attend!) will be the recipient of a 
stunning, handcrafted desk fabricated with quilted maple 
from the Pacific Northwest.  The value of the desk, made 
by world reknown woodworker Tommy Mac, is valued at 
$25,000! 

 View the finished desk on Facebook!  

Proceeds from 
the raffle ticket sales 
and auction will be 
used to promote 
Western hardwoods 
and contribute to 
the future  with the 
WHA scholarship 
fund available to 
students attending 
College of Forestry 
schools on the West 

Coast.  You can meet 
the 2017 scholarship award winners, Micah Sutfin and Auna 
Godwin, at the 2017 Annual Convention meeting and dinner 
August 23rd in Portland, OR. You can purchase them online 
on the event webpage.

Outlook

"Erratic to doggone slow," is how West Coast region 
contacts described their perception of the market.

A California lumber supplier said they were flooded 
for 28 days from the Sacramento River.  They literally had 
the river flowing right by their facility.  The lumber supplier 
exclaimed that there was so much water, you couldn't go 
north or west.  They were able to work through it and stay 
busy since thy have a gigantic metal shop with a sawmill 
inside it.

An Oregon hardwood lumber distributor says the 
market is mixed and hasn't defined itself yet. He says that 
they have been trending the same for the last six months, 
although he thought it would be up slightly more by now.  
He is expecting a five percent growth increase within the 
next three months.  In his area, alder is the number one 
seller, followed by yellow poplar and maple.  

cont. from page 3

cont. on page 9
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W I N !

Auction and raf fle proceeds will be used to support 
and promote the hardwood industry and the WHA 
Scholarship Fund for College of Forestry students on 
the West Coast.  
AUCTION: We are looking for unique items for our silent and oral auction.  Please 
consider what you would be willing to contribute.  Call the WHA of fice or download the 
contribution form and email it with your auction contribution information today.  Show 
your support of the hardwood industry and receive grateful recognition. 

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

WHA 2017 ANNUAL CONVENTION

Purchase your raffle tickets online.  • No limit! •Need not be present to win. • Winner will be notified by phone or email.

Auction and Raf fle drawing will be held Wednesday, August 23, 2017.  Join us for fun 
evening with a reception and dinner followed by the WHA annual auction and raf fle. Sign 
up and buy tickets online - 2017conv.westernhardwood.org

Win a beautiful, 
quilted western 
maple period 
desk valued 
at $25,000!  
The desk is 
handcrafted 
by woodworker 
extraordinaire, 
Tommy Mac.

Tickets
$50 each or

buy 2, get one free!

http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/Aug17NL.pdf#nameddest=raffle


One Washington lumber source noted that 
with inventory being low in the housing market, prices 
are naturally being driven up.  He explained that it should 
create a perpetual motion for ongoing business.  His hottest 
sellers for the moment are alder and maple.

Some Highlights:
• The U.S. dollar depreciated 5.5 percent in the first half 

of 2017, but it remained 19.6 percent higher than it was 
three years ago.

• Exports have trended in the right direction in the 
early months of this year - a welcome development 
after weaker data in both of the past two years.  Using 
non-seasonally adjusted data, U.S.-manufactured 
goods exports have risen 3.67 percent through May 
relative to the same time period in 2016.  This reflects 
better year-to-date figures in the top-six markets or 
U.S.-manufactured goods.   - excerpted from Moultray, Chad, 
Ph.D.,DBE. “Global Manufacturing Economic Update - July 13, 2017.” 
| NAM. National Association of Manufacturers. 

• In March, the Manufacturers' Outlook Survey from 
the NAM rose to an all-time high in the survey's 20-
year history, with 93.3 percent of respondents positive 
about their own company outlook. Three months later, 
manufacturers remain very upbeat. In the latest report, 
89.5 percent were either somewhat or very positive 
about their own company outlook. This pullback in 
confidence mirrors easing in other sentiment surveys, 
even as they continue to present an encouraging 
assessment of overall conditions. In this case, the 
percentage of manufacturers, positive in their outlook, 
has averaged 91.4 percent over the first and second 
quarters of 2017, the highest consecutive two-quarter 
average in the survey's history.

• In addition, new housing starts rebounded in June after 
a soft spring.  New residential cocnstruction rose from 
an annualized 1,122,000 unites in May, an eight-month 
low, to 1,215,000 in June.  Since reaching 1,288,000 
units in February, housing starts have pulled back; 
however, this is the first time activity has exceeded 1.2 
million since then, which is promising.

• Housing permits also increased strongly up 7.4 percent 
from 1,168,000 units at the annual rate in May to 
1,254,000 in June.  It was the best reading since 
March.  - excerpted from Moultray, Chad, Ph.D.,DBE. “Monday 
Economic Report - July 24, 2017”| NAM. National Association of 
Manufacturers.: n. pag. 

The Resilient Federal Forest Act (HR 2936) was passed 
out of the House Natural Resources Committee and will 
next get a full vote in the House, according to Dana Lee 
Cole, executive director of the Hardwood Federation. By her 
account, the bill will most likely pass the House and move 
to the Senate, “where it gets tricky,” she said. “Last session, 
a very similar bill passed the House but got caught up in 
Senate jurisdictional battles between the Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Committees. “It’s a good bill,” she added, 
“that would serve both the health of our federal forest 
system and the local economies surrounding federal lands.

What the Bill Would Do
According to the House Committee on Natural 

Resources, the re-introduced Resilient Federal Forests Act  
would:

Like us on Facebook!

cont. from page 7
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• Only allow the Forest Service to analyze two 
alternatives— doing the project or not doing it—
when a forest management project is proposed by a 
collaborative group, Resource Advisory Committee 
(RAC), or Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).

• Authorize categorical exclusions (CEs) to expedite 
certain critical response actions “for insects and 
disease, to reduce hazardous fuels loads, protect 
municipal watersheds, improve or enhance critical 
habitat, to increase water yield, produce timber or 
any competition of the purposes listed above.” CEs are 
limited to 10,000 acres unless the project is developed 
through a collaborative process, in which case the CE is 
limited to 30,000  acres.

• Authorize categorical exclusions of up to 10,000 acres 
to 1) expedite salvage and reforestation operations in 
response to catastrophic wildfires; 2) improve, enhance 
or create early successional forests for wildlife habitat 
improvement; and 3) conduct activities that improve, 
restore or reduce the risk of wildfire on Forest System  
or public lands.

• Amend the Endangered Species Act to remove the 
requirement for consultation [with the Secretary of the 
Interior] for a project carried out by the Forest Service 
if the project is found not likely to adversely affect a 
listed species.

• Require a 2-month environmental assessment for 
reforestation activities following large-scale wildfires, 
and limit public input on those activities to 30 days.

• Prevent the federal government from paying attorney 
fees for challenges to a forest management activity 
carried out under this act.

• Establish a pilot program to resolve lawsuits filed 
against a forest management activity through 
arbitration.  - excerpted from Meyer, Dan. “Actiists Ramping Up 
Rhetoic Against Resiient Forest Bill” Hardwood Review Express 16 
(21 July 2017): n. pag.

News 

AWFS at Las Vegas - It was hot in Las Vegas at the 
AWFS show.  More than 700 exhibitors and 1000's of 
visitors combined to agree that the market was looking 
good for the future.  A dozen WHA members who were 
exhibiting concurred. Machinery took up more than half 
of the L V Convention Center with software products and 
fasteners very prominent, but hardwood was very well 
represented.

Dave Sweitzer, WHA Secretary/Manager, toured the 
convention center for three days meeting all of the WHA 
members, talking to prospective members, and inviting all 
to the WHA sponsored reception in Las Vegas and to the 
Annual Convention August 22-24th in Portland, OR.  See 
pictures on page 11.

Commerce Announces Chinese Hardwood Plywood 
AD/CVD Schedule  The Department of Commerce 

extended the date of the final 
determination of antidumping and 
countervailing duties on Chinese 
hardwood plywood to November 6. 
The International Trade Commission 
will hold a hearing on October 26 to 

determine whether Chinese imports are injuring domestic 
industry. A final ruling from ITC is expected in November.  - 
Source: Coalition for Fair Trade of Hardwood Plywood, HPVA®. Photo © 
Ken Lund.

How working forests keep excess carbon out the the 
air we breath.  Policy makers have focused on lowering 
emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide from 
automobiles and dthe transportation sector during the 
past decade to address global warming.  But, surprisingly, 
the building sector is responsible for nearly half of all U.S. 
carbon dioxide emissions.  Wood is a proven means of 
putting the brakes on this trend.  Wood products naturally 
store carbon.  Healthy, growing trees remove carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere, store carbon in tree biomass 
and release oxygen back into the air.  When sustainably 
harvested, the wood continues to store carbon in lumber 
and other wood products.  THis makes wood an eco-
friendly and economical building material.  - excerpted from 
“Association, Washington Forest Protection. "Sustainable forestry: A 
real solution for clean air | Provided By Washington Forest Protection 
Association." The Seattle Times. The Seattle Times Company, 17 July 
2017. Web. 26 July 2017. <http://www.seattletimes.com/sponsored/
sustainable-forestry-a-real-solution-for-clean-air/>.

Motivate

My Two Young Heros

by Ryan Walter

Why do some teams and people consistently win, 
while others fail?

I am grateful to have received very high ratings from 
the more than 700 CEOs that I have worked with across 
North America over the past 3 years. Nearly half of these 
leaders have formally given me permission to connect, 
with a view to hiring me to help develop their leaders, high 
performers, and teams.

But here's the hitch! While the tendency of these CEOs 
may be to love what we do and desire our services, they get 
busy with the other 50 things demanding their attention.

If I want to continue or enhance this potential business 
relationship, I must organize my week, month, and life to 
pursue them. Busy people get busier. People want to pay 

cont. on page 14
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BORN IN 1855.

REBORN TODAY.

Lee Jimerson 
503.826.5266 
LJimerson@collinsco.com

Collins Hardwood

You can tell the age of  a tree by its number of  rings. 
But the products it yields help it live on. Collins 
hardwoods from our Allegheny Forest are FSC 
certified—and probably would have been the model 
before the certification even existed. That’s why our 
hardwoods exhibit such quality and consistency, 
making them the right choice for your custom work 
today and for generations to come.

Furniture by Berkeley Mills built with FSC® Collins Black Cherry

CollinsWood.com

12803_Collins_WHA Newsletter Ad.indd   1 4/28/17   10:05 AM

The 2017 edition of Green Book’s Hardwood Marketing 
Directory is available for  lease in both a printed version 
and ONLINE!  This service gives Hardwood lumber sales 
representatives instant access to over 6,500 woodworking 
plants and distribution/concentration yards’ Hardwood 
lumber purchasing needs throughout
North America.  Each listing includes species, grades, 
thicknesses and qualities of lumber purchased regularly.  
It also gives the lumber buyer’s name, address, telephone 
and fax numbers, e-mail and web address.  The Online 
copy leases for $1,900 and the printed copy leases for 
$1,200 per year.   A discounted rate is available with a 
qualifying Ad program in National Hardwood Magazine or 
Import/Export Wood Purchasing News. 
 
The 2017 edition of Green Book’s Softwood Marketing 
Directory is also available ONLINE!  It is filled with over 
4,400 woodworking and industrial plants’ Softwood
lumber purchasing needs.  This directory contains the 
same type of information as the Hardwood directory.  
It is a free service with a qualifying Ad program in 
The Softwood Forest Products Buyer.  Without an Ad 
program, it can be accessed for $900 per year.
 
For more information on either Green Book, contact 
Jennifer Trentman at 901-372-8280 or greenbook@
millerwoodtradepub.com.

http://www.collins.com
mailto:greenbook%40millerwoodtradepub.com?subject=
mailto:greenbook%40millerwoodtradepub.com?subject=
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facebook.com/CollinsCompanies
linkedin.com/company/the-collins-companies

SURFACING • SLRIE • GANG RIPPING • MIXED LOADS
Ripped to width, cut-to-size, edged glue panels
Molded parts, can surface from 36 to 100 grit
Contact:  Paul • peastman@collinsco.com

ASH
 4 LDS 4/4 FAS1F

ASPEN
 2 T/L 4/4 Standard Frame

CHERRY
 5 LDS 4/4 Standard Frame
 1 LD 8/4 1 Com
 1 LD 8/4 2 Com

HARD MAPLE
 5 M’ 4/4 1 Com  Brown
 1 LD 4/4 FrameStock

RED OAK
 2 LDS 4/4 FAS1F 10&W
 10 M’ 4/4 FAS1F 8-9”
 6 M’ 4/4 7’ Sel
 4 M’ 5/4 FAS1F 10&W
 2 LDS 5/4 1 Com

APPALACHIAN WV WHITE OAK
 7 M’ 4/4 FAS1F
 1 LD 4/4 1 Com 

PC POPLAR
 2 T/L 4/4 Sel/Btr
 2 T/L 4/4 #1 Shop

POPLAR
 2 LDS 6/4 FAS1F 50% Long
 1 LD 8/4 FAS1F 8-12’
 2 LDS 8/4 FAS1F 50% Long
 12 M’ 8/4 FAS1F 10&W
 2 LDS 5/4 FAS1F 
 2 LDS 4/4 2 Com
 1 LD 6/4 2 Com
 2 LDS 4/4 FAS1F

PA SOFT MAPLE
 2 LDS 4/4 FAS1F White
 1 LD 4/4 1&Btr WHND
  (25% Sap&Btr FAS / 56% 1C / 19% 2C)
 2 LDS 4/4 2 Com Brown
 7 M’ 5/4 Sel&Btr Sap 9-10’
 2 LDS 4/4 2 Com Sap&Btr

WV SOFT MAPLE
 1 LD 4/4 FAS1F Sap&Btr 
 4 LDS 4/4 2 Com Unselected
 1 LD 4/4 1 Com Brown
 1 LD 4/4 FAS1F Brown 

WESTERN HARDWOOD ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION
PORTLAND, OREGON • AUGUST 22-24, 2017

COME VISIT US - BOOTH #9

Manufacturers of Collins Pine  
Particleboard and Softwood Lumber



attention to you, but they do so at a higher 
pace if you pay attention to them. Therefore, I initiate calls 
to potential clients every week and not surprisingly, we are 
having our best year ever.

Let me introduce you to two young heroes of mine. 
My wife, Jenn, and I met these two young brothers while 

touring Guatemala City, prior 
to training a group of business 
leaders.

The older brother displayed 
an amazing energy (a winning 
mindset) that activated the 
following actions:

• He picked me out of our
group. The other members of our 
group were wearing runners (so 
smart).

• He approached me and
spoke my language (not really, but we figured it out), while 
hundreds of other shoe shine people (mostly older people) 
sat on the side of the street, shouting, "Shoe Shine?" 
waiting for me to approach them. I didn't.

• He was Hungry; he pursued his prospect. This young
entrepreneur followed me until I relented. He stayed 
resilient.

• He got his hands dirty, literally. He shined my shoes
with his fingers.

• Finally, he shared the proceeds with his little brother.
Because these two brothers stayed hungry during the

day, they won't be hungry at night.
Who will you pursue today? In the language of our 

Thinking Tendencies Model©, this is a shift into Future 
Positive Thinking, allowing you to focus your energy on your 
DBF (desired better future.) 

What will you pursue today? It may be that sales 
opportunity you have been hoping would happen. It may 
not be business related; it could be a relationship you 
would like to strengthen or one of the personal goals you 
want to conquer. Who & What will you pursue today?

The two young brothers have honed one of the skills all 
NHL players learn early in their career (or they don't play). 
No, I don't think that these kids know how to skate or have 
mastered a slap shot, but they have developed the skill that 
the best-of-the-best exemplify: they know what they want, 
and with a future positive mindset... they pursue it!

Ryan
http://www.ryanwalter.com   604 996 4446
Copyright Ryan Walter. All rights reserved.

WHA Classifieds  -  Just $25/mo.  
Submit your classified ad by August 
20th for the August 2017 issue of 
Hardwood Stand to:
wha@westernhardwood.org. 

Upcoming Events

August 22-24, 2017
Western Hardwood Association Annual Convention 
Portland, OR
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org
September 12-14, 2017
Who Will Own the Forest?
Portland, OR
Email: swu@worldforestry.org
September 19, 2017
Scaling for Non-Scalers
Olympia, WA
Email: richard@westernforestry.org
September 20, 2017
Access, Easements, Rights-Of_Way and Timber Trespass 
Olympia, WA
Email: richard@westernforestry.org
October 11-12, 2017
Seedling Success in the Field: Outplanting Practices 
Corvallis, OR
Email: richard@westernforestry.org

cont. from page 9
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A U G U S T  2 2 - 2 4 ,  2 0 1 7
WORLD FORESTRY CENTER - PORTLAND, OR

ANNUAL 
CONVENTION

AUCTION: Contributions support and promote the hardwood industry and the WHA Scholarship Fund.  Show your 
support of the hardwood industry and receive grateful recognition. Download contribution form from website.

SPONSORS: Great opportunity for producers, wholesalers, distributors, importers/exporters and others who 
supply goods and services to the Western hardwood industry to establish relationships and develop future business. 
All sponsors are invited to have a Member Showcase 8’ skirted display table.

$10,000 - PC MAPLE PLUS 4 free registrations, 4 raffl  e tickets, 12 months of newsletter ads.

$5,000 - CHERRY WITH full page ad in program book PLUS 3 free registrations, 3 raffl  e tickets, 
ad on event app, name on branded promo item (fi rst come/fi rst choice), 6 months of newsletter ads.

$2,500 - OAK PLUS 2 free registrations, 2 raffl  e tickets, banner ad on webpage and on-site screen.

$1,500 - MADRONE WITH 1/2 page ad in program book PLUS 1 free registration, 1 raffl  e ticket.

$  500  - 1/4 page ad in program book, mention in press releases, featured in promotion materials 
and newsletter, on-site sign, logo on webpage.

WESTERN HARDWOOD ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 1095, Camas, WA 98607 • 360-835-1600 • www.westernhardwood.org • wha@westernhardwood.org

AGENDA:
8-22 Tuesday – Buoy 10 salmon derby on the Columbia River.
8-23 Wednesday – World Forestry Center: Speakers on topical subjects, member 

showcase, reception, dinner, raffl  e, & auction.
8-24 Thursday – WHA Classic Golf tournament.

• NOW ACCEPTING SPONSORS! • AUCTION DONORS! •

SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY!     2017conv.westernhardwood.org

Featuring Keynote Speaker Tommy Mac


